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Mission Statement 
 
The Office of the Inspector General of the Department of Defense was established 
by Congress as one of the “independent and objective units [within listed 
‘establishments’] to conduct and supervise audits and investigations relating to the 
programs and operations of those establishments,” including the Department of 
Defense.1  As the principal advisor to the Secretary of Defense in all Inspector 
General matters,2 the Inspector General serves as an extension of “the eyes, ears, 
and conscience”3 of the Secretary.  In support of the mission of the Department of 
Defense, the Office of the Inspector General endeavors to: 
 
• “Provide leadership…to promote economy, efficiency and effectiveness”;4 
 
• Prevent and detect “fraud, waste, and abuse”;5 
 
• “Provide policy direction for audits and investigations”;6 
 
• “Provide a means for keeping the [Secretary of Defense] and the Congress fully 

and currently informed about problems and deficiencies”;7 and 
 
• “Give particular regard to the activities of the internal audit, inspection, and 

investigative units of the military departments with a view toward avoiding 
duplication and insuring effective coordination and cooperation.”8  

 
Vision Statement 
 
One professional team of auditors, inspectors, and investigators, inspiring by 
paradigm a culture of integrity, accountability, and “intelligent risk-taking” 
throughout the Department of Defense.9
 
Core Values 
 
• Accountability10 
• Integrity & Efficiency11 
• Transparency12 

  



 
Endnotes 

 
 
                                                 
1 Inspector General Act of 1978, as amended, Sections 2(1) (“to conduct and supervise 
audits and investigations relating to the programs and operations of the establishments 
listed in section 11(2)”) & 11(2) (“the term ‘establishment’ means the Department of 
Agriculture, Commerce, Defense. . . .”). 
2 See Inspector General Act, as amended, Section (8)(c)(1) (“the Inspector General of the 
Department of Defense shall . . . be the principal policy advisor to the Secretary of Defense 
for matters relating to the prevention and detection of fraud, waste, and abuse in the 
programs and operations of the Department”). 
3 Army Regulation 20-1, Inspector General Activities and Procedures 5 (Department of the 
Army 2002). 
4 Inspector General Act of 1978, as amended, Section 2(2)(A). 
5 Inspector General Act of 1978, as amended, Section 8(c)(1); ibid at 2(2)(B). 
6 Inspector General Act of 1978, as amended, Section 8(c)(3). 
7 Inspector General Act of 1978, as amended, Section 2(3); ibid at 4(a)(5). 
8 Inspector General Act of 1978, as amended, Section 8(c)(9). 
9 See remarks by the President at U.S. Naval Academy Commencement, May 25, 2001; 
comments by Secretary Rumsfeld, DoD News Briefing – Secretary Rumsfeld and Gen. 
Myers, December 27, 2001; see also Association of Inspectors General, Principles and 
Standards for Offices of Inspector General, at 1 (May 2001) (“the purpose of the 
Association [of Inspectors General] is to:  foster and promote public accountability and 
integrity in the general areas of the prevention, examination, investigation, audit, detection, 
elimination and prosecution of fraud, waste and abuse. . . .”). 
10 See U.S. Constitution, Article I, Section 9 (“a regular Statement and Account of the 
Receipts and Expenditures of all public Money shall be published from time to time”). 
11 Executive Order 12805 of May 11, 1992 (“Integrity and Efficiency in Federal 
Programs”). 
12 See U.S. Constitution , Article 1, Section 9, supra footnote 10; Secretary Rumsfeld,
"Principles for the Department of Defense," Number 4 (February 2002) ("The public needs  
and has a right to know about the unclassified activites of DoD.  It is our obligation to  
provide that information professionally, fully and in good spirit."); see generally 
Millennium Challenge Act of 2003, 22 U.S.C. 7701, Section 607(b)(1)(D) ("Just and   
democratic governance, include[s] a demonstrated commitment to . . . encourage 
transparanecy and accountability of governance"). 
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